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MAsoN-LAKe coNserVAtioN district 2019 BoArd oF directors

MEETING
and Dinner

Banquet

February 11th, 2020

deB deL ZoPPo

PAuL BiGFord

vice chair

chairman

BetH FreeBY
treasurer

MAddisoN toNGue

toM GrABoWsKi

JosH sHieLds

rHoNdA rAsMusseN

Secretary

director

district stAFF

WHeN: february 11, 2020
tiMe: 6:00-8:00pm (doors open at 5:30)
WHere: our Savior Lutheran church,

765 uS-10, Scottville

diNNer: catered by gloria ann’s catering,

we will enjoy italian herb chicken, sunday
roast, pasta, sides and dessert

JAKe crAWFord

dANi McGArrY

conservation technician

executive director

JAMie VANderZANdeN
maeap technician

forester, forestry assistance program

administrative assistant

PArtNer stAFF

Guest PreseNtAtioN: ecological

value of prescribed burns: dan Zay, state
biologist with natural resources conservation
Service

ticKets: purchase your tickets by february

4th to reserve your seat. cost is $14 payable at
the oﬃce or by phone (231) 757-3707.

eLectioNs: no ticket purchase is

necessary to vote in the board of directors
election; only to attend dinner. ballots will be
available at the door and results announced at
the end of the meeting.

setH eArL

nrcS district conservationist

MissioN
stAteMeNt

VicKi sAWicKi

program coordinator,
north country ciSma

JeNNA JoHNsoN
outreach coordinator,
north country ciSm

ZAcH PeKLo

invasive Species technician,
north country ciSma

the mission of the mason‐Lake conservation district is to provide leadership, technical
assistance and education to aid individuals, groups and units of government in conserving,
improving and sustaining our natural resources and environment.

distRict contact info: Mason-lake conseRvation distRict Phone (231) 757‐3707 x5
www.mason‐lakeconservation.org | www.facebook.com/Masonlakecd | 655 n. scottville Rd., scottville, Mi 49454
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MAsoN-LAKe coNserVAtioN district
ProFit & Loss For FiscAL YeAr 2019
October 2018 through September 2019

iNcoMe

federal grant income .....................................................213,936.64
State grants ...................................................................114,864.44
reimbursed expenses ......................................................54,722.31
Local contribution & grants ..............................................29,52562
charges for products & Services .......................................37,333.16
interest & rental control ....................................................2,009.12
other revenue control .......................................................2,978.06

total income.....................................................................446,359.35

eXPeNse

reconciliation discrepancies ...................................................86.59
payroll/personnel expenses ...........................................291,391.63
Supplies exp.......................................................................3,619.96
vehicle expense ...............................................................27,793.46
other district expenses ....................................................97,402.17
grant expenses ................................................................23,488.81
bad debt exp ........................................................................242.07
total expense ...................................................................443,993.71
Net Income ...................................................................2,365.64

Sign up for our monthly e-mail newsletter!
Each brief issue includes details on upcoming workshops,
plant sales information and conservation news for our area.

sign up at www.mason-lakeconservation.org

Your Local Auto Parts Expert
From cars, trucks, vans and SUVs to classics, motorcycles and performance vehicles,
we have a full spectrum of parts and supplies to keep you up to speed.
The parts you need.
The price and service you want.

Only locally owned
parts company.

MASON COUNTY
AUTO PARTS & SERVICE
720 W. U.S. 10-31, Scottville | 757-4733

Do you have a local crop insurance agent?
Contact Joe Knowles and the
Central Michigan Crop Insurance team!
Local family owned farm protection for all your insurance needs.
Do you have a local crop insurance agency...
if not, give us a call today and let us earn your business.

231-757-4743

Visit us online at Smith-Eddy.com

Cold Stream
Farm

~ Specializing in Native Trees
and Shrubs for wildlife habitat ~
We never outgrow our need
to play in the dirt

visit www.coldstreamfarm.net
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Another rewarding
year for the Forestry
Assistance Program!
By Josh Shields
Forestry Assistance Program (FAP)
Forester with Manistee and
Mason-Lake Conservation Districts

Another exciting year has passed serving as your Forestry Assistance Program
(FAP) forester! During Fiscal Year 2019
(October 1st, 2018 to the end of September 2019), I had the privilege of meeting with 159 landowners (11,543 acres
of land) to provide technical assistance
and connect them with programs to
help them achieve their objectives in
my 2.5-county service area of Manistee
County, Mason County, and western
Lake County. This resulted in 240 referrals to the private and public sectors,
whereby landowners connected with professionals and programs to implement
practices such as getting a written land
management plan, setting up timber
sales, planting trees and other vegetation,
and controlling non-native invasive species. I also helped landowners enroll in
programs related to FAP – this included
1,686 acres enrolled in the Qualified
Forest Program (a property tax reduction
program); three parcels assessed for the
Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program Forest, Wetlands,
and Habitat A*Syst (a habitat verification
program for non-agriculture habitats);
and five parcels inspected by me for
certification in the American Tree Farm
System. I was also fortunate enough to
take lead on 21 outreach events reaching
more than 1,000 individuals, teaching
and discussing topics such as sustainable
habitat management and restoration
techniques, identification of Michigan
trees and shrubs, equipment used in forestry, tree and shrub planting techniques,
forest pests and non-native invasive
species (e.g., hemlock woolly adelgid and
oak wilt), and forest mushrooms.

A major highlight from this past year
was the implementation of a fungicide
injection experiment in Mason County,
whereby we are testing an alternative,
affordable strategy that landowners can
implement on their own to combat oak
wilt. Oak wilt is a non-native invasive
fungus that is currently spreading and
killing our oak trees (particularly those
in the “red oak group”). Specifically, we
are testing the effectiveness of using a
do-it-yourself fungicide injection approach, using Chemjet injectors and the
fungicide propiconazole. The experiment examines the survival rates of the
trees that were injected, and the ability
to suppress oak wilt enough to prevent
it from moving beyond the injected trees
to trees outside the treatment area. In
September and October of 2019, we used
Chemjet injectors to inject propiconazole
in 68 northern red oak trees that are located adjacent to trees that already died
from oak wilt on a parcel near Ludington. The current recommendation by
numerous professionals is to inject trees
three times, with injections spaced two
years apart. We will therefore implement
another round of injections in 2021, and
another round in 2023. Then, in 2025,
we will observe the site to see if oak wilt
moved beyond the injected trees. Stay
tuned!
If you have forested property and
would like to learn more about FAP,
please contact Josh Shields, at 231-8899666 (Office Phone), 989-220-9236
(Mobile Phone), or via email at joshua.
shields@macd.org. Please also visit the
Manistee Conservation District forestry
webpage at http://www.manisteecd2.
org/forestry.html and the Mason-Lake
Conservation District forestry webpage
at http://www.mason-lakeconservation.
org/forestry/.
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Chemjet

do-it-yourself
injectors and
fungicide.
Photo by Josh Shields

Chemjet injectors
in northern red oak
tree.
Photo by Josh Shields

Dani McGarry

(Executive Director
of Mason-Lake
Conservation
District) and Corey
Parshall (Parshall
Tree Care Experts)
injecting an oak
tree.
Photo by Josh Shields

Josh Shields
injecting an oak
tree.
Photo by Josh Shields
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2019: An Unforgettable, Forgettable Year
BY seth eArl
district conservAtionist, nAturAl
resources conservAtion service

As the final days of 2019 come to a
close, one of the most trying years on
record is finally closing its final chapter. The trials and tribulations of the
past year will forever be etched into the
minds of people across Michigan and the
United States. Early March monsoons in
Nebraska led to levee ruptures in Missouri. Nationwide there were 19 million
acres of unplanted crops and Michigan
was designated as a forage crisis state.
Great Lake water levels have continued
to rise to nearly record high levels, endangering people’s lives and property.
Year 2019 saw record precipitation for
the state of Michigan. Our state typically

averages somewhere
between 32- 35 inches
of precipitation a year.
However, some places in
Mason county have seen
nearly 50 inches of precipitation since January
1st. In fact, the largescale rain event in mid- July resulted in
a state record for the highest 24-hour
rain event. That Branch township event
officially registered 12.92 inches of rain.
Breaking the old Michigan record by
nearly 3 inches. 2019 will go down as
the wettest year in the 119 years that our
state has kept records.
As the final hours of 2019 click away,
I have often found myself asking what
I have learned from this year. From an
agricultural perspective we have seen the

2020 upcoming events

5th year of declining commodity prices, coupled with
record precipitation. Farmers from around the country
were forced to make difficult
management decisions, such
as planting late into the year
and into marginal conditions. Many crops matured late and were
harvested in less than ideal wet or snowy
conditions. Difficult fall harvest conditions will result in a tough start to the
2020 growing year, as muddy and soil
compacted fields will need special attention in the spring. The 2020 commodity outlook will once again see farmers
operating with little to no gains from
commodity investments.
As the agricultural recession hits its
sixth year, it is incredibly important to
note that our farming community is in
the worst recession since the farm crisis
of the 1980’s. On-farm debt has risen to
$416 billion dollars nationwide, farmer

suicide rates are nearly 6 times that of
the national average and less than 2%
of our national population resides on
farm. Yet, the most suitable lesson to be
learned is that times are tough, but farmers are resilient. They will persevere.
From a conservationist’s perspective, I
have watched our workload change and
diversify. We have begun to implement
strategies to target watersheds that we
can make a positive impact on. We have
begun to introduce a cover crop program
and are looking to improve existing filter
strips, both of which help eliminate
sediment delivery into our watercourses.
Our office has been focused on managing invasive species and providing high
quality assistance to forestry owners.
MAEAP, our environmental stewardship
program, has remained a mainstay. It is
our sincere goal that as an office we strive
to meet the conservation objectives of our
constituents by delivering high quality
technical assistance.

• February 11th – Annual Conservation District Meeting & Dinner
Banquet, 6-8pm. Our Savior Lutheran Church, Scottville
• February 10th - Tree Planting and Fruit Tree Care Presentation,
6:00pm, Manistee Dial-A-Ride
• February 28th - Tree Planting and Fruit Tree Care Presentation, 2:004:00pm, Sherman Township Hall, Fountain
• march 9th - Forest Pest and Disease Information Session, 6:00-8:00pm,
Pleasant Plains Township Hall, Baldwin
• april 18th - Earth Day workshops and presentations with AFFEW,
United Methodist Church, Ludington
• April 24th - (2:00-6:00pm) - Spring tree seedling sale, Mason County
Fairgrounds
• April 25th - (9:00am-noon), Spring tree seedling sale, Mason County
Fairgrounds.
• April 25th - (10:00am-noon), Spring tree seedling pick-up, Wenger
Pavilion, Baldwin
• June 13th - Fish Day sale of native fish for stocking home ponds
• June 13th – Native Plant Sale with AFFEW
• mid-July – Well water Nitrate Screening days (exact dates TBA)

Knoop Excavating Service

• July or August - Tree farm field day: Twin Lakes Club, Irons
• august 15th – Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, 9:00am –
noon, Mason County Road Commission, Scottville
• september – Mason County Farm Tour (dates and locations TBA)

READERS’ CHOICE

35 Years Experience - Tom Knoop

231-832-2139 Leave Message
Complete Bank Stabilization

Shoreline Erosion Control
Great Lakes - Inland Lakes
Breakwalls - Water Brakes
Boulders - Rip Rap
River Restoration Work
Natural Rip Rap - Wood - Permitting

QUALITY PRE OWNED
CARS • TRUCKS • SUV'S
Rental Vehicles Available
2019

GOLD
AWARD

2019

READERS’ CHOICE
SILVER
AWARD

Your One Stop Shop!

VANDER HAAG

Car Sales

1680 W. US-10,
Scottville

757-2727

s r

r

TM

Check out our website: www.vanderhaagcarsales.com
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2019 Conservationist of the Year

What is a conservationist? According
to the Oxford Dictionary, “A conservationist is a person who advocates or
acts for the protection and preservation
of the environment and wildlife.” The
Mason-Lake Conservation District works
with many conservationists in the community that help protect and preserve
the environment. These include farmers
and proactive landowners striving to
be top stewards of the land. Every year,
the Mason-Lake Conservation District
honors a conservationist for their hard
work. This year, the honor goes to Gary
and Peggy Dittmer as 2019 Outstanding
Conservationists, for their many years of
conservation efforts in the community.
High school sweethearts Gary and
Peggy Dittmer both grew up on family
farms in Mason County. In 1974, Peggy
graduated from the Bronson Nursing
School. In 1975, Gary graduated from
the Agricultural Engineering program
at Michigan State University. Upon
starting their careers, they lived on the
east side of the state for four years before
deciding to move back home. During
those four years, Gary worked with the
Soil Conservation Service and Peggy
was working in hospitals as a registered
nurse. Missing home and the desire to
go back to their farm roots, the Dittmers
moved back to Mason County in 1979
to begin their own farm. While starting
their farm, Gary also began working at
the Mason County Road Commission,
which led to a 33-year career. Peggy continued her career as a registered nurse at
the Ludington hospital for 10 years and
as a case manager at the Oceana Medical
Care Facility in Hart for 26 years. Gary
and Peggy are happy that they decided
to move back to Mason County. They
both enjoyed growing up on farms, and
so they were proud to be able to give that
same opportunity to their three children
as well. The Dittmers said that the values
that their children have taken from
growing up on a farm, are a part of their
lives today.
Proud of their farming background,
Gary and Peggy have made it part of

ship Program (CSP)
and Environmental
Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP). With
these programs, the
Dittmers implemented
erosion control practices on their farm, such
as grassed waterways,
utilizing cover crops,
and incorporating drop
drainage structures.
Gary also has experience putting these erosion control practices
in place at the road
2019 Outstanding Conservationists
commission, building
Peggy and Gary Dittmer – Attending the MAEAP
spill ways to get water
5000 Verification Celebration in Lansing, March
off of the roads and
2019
slopes to prevent erotheir life to be advocates for agriculture
sion and sediment entering into streams.
and conservation. The Dittmers have
Through EQIP, the Dittmers also added
been acting as top stewards of the land
a pesticide storage building and fuel storby implementing conservation practices
age pad on their farmstead for secondary
on their farm. Some of these efforts
containment, helping them to become
were completed through the Michigan
MAEAP verified.
Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Gary and Peggy have been actively
Program (MAEAP). The Dittmer’s farm
involved in their community over the
became MAEAP verified in Farmstead
years. Gary said that, “We are not ones
and Cropping systems in 2015. MAEAP
to sit back, we want to be involved and
assists farmers with implementing
participate. And we have had the chance
cost-effective practices that reduce eroto meet a lot of people through volunsion and runoff from contaminating
teering.” These words could not be more
water resources. Before participating in
true for the Dittmers. While operating
MAEAP, Gary and Peggy were already
their 250 acre farm and working full
implementing risk reduction practices
time jobs, as well as raising three chilon their farm, such as nutrient and pest
dren, Gary and Peggy found time to
management. While pursuing MAEAP
be actively involved in different school
verification, the Dittmers made some
programs, such as softball and the 4-H
changes to their farmstead that also
club. With a passion for agriculture, the
reduced potential agricultural risks. They
Dittmers have been active members of
implemented secondary containment
Michigan Farm Bureau for 22 years and
for pesticides, fertilizers, fuel and oil to
currently sit on the Mason County Farm
prevent leaks from contaminating water
Bureau’s policy development commitresources. They are on track to become
tee. Gary is also currently serving as the
re-verified in 2020, showing that they
Riverton Township Supervisor. Peggy
stay up to date on all their environmental
currently sits on the junk authority board
practices.
for Mason County and the Dittmers have
Over the years, the Dittmers have also
also volunteered at tire recycling events
participated in programs offered by the
held by the junk authority.
Natural Resource Conservation Service
One area that they are both pas(NRCS), such as Conservation Stewardsionate about is recycling, and this

shows through their active involvement
with the Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) and Clean Sweep Committee.
The committee is composed of people
from Mason, Manistee, and Oceana
counties that work to keep hazardous
materials and agricultural chemicals
out of our environment. Every third
Saturday in August, the committee and
conservation districts host three collection sites so residents can safely dispose
of these materials. The Clean Sweep
program began in the 1990s and Gary
has been volunteering since it began.
The HHW program was added in 2007
and both Gary and Peggy have been
actively involved on the HHW committee since then. Every year, the Dittmers
volunteer at the HHW collection site in
Scottville to help make sure everything
runs smoothly. They show up before the
contractors arrive and don’t leave until
they are packed up. They even help clean
up the inevitable “after math” of late
drop offs that show up the week following the event. One year, the Dittmer’s
stored a 55-gallon drum of mystery oil in
their containment area on the farm until
it could be recycled the next year.
Involvement doesn’t end there for the
Dittmers. Peggy serves on the finance
committee for HHW and helps with
fundraising ideas. She also keeps an eye
on health and safety issues, working with
the Pharmacist at the event to ensure
chain of custody and proper disposal of
certain substances. Gary helps with many
of the logistics leading up to the event
and both are always in attendance at
committee meetings, providing valuable
guidance. The event would not be the
same without the Dittmers.
Gary and Peggy Dittmer are definitely not ones to just sit back and watch
things happen. They have been true
advocates for Mason County with all
that they do; especially in conservation
and agriculture. To recognize and thank
the Dittmers for all of their efforts, the
Mason-Lake Conservation District is
very pleased to award them the 2019
Conservationist of the Year.

BLACK & WHITE PAGE
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Paul Bigford awarded Michigan Tree Farmer of the Year
By Josh Shields
Forestry Assistance Program Forester with Manistee and Mason-Lake
Conservation District

Congratulations to Paul Bigford,
Board Chairman of the Mason-Lake
Conservation District, for being officially
given his 2019 Michigan Tree Farmer of
the Year award at the 47th Annual Michigan Forest Celebration, a joint annual
meeting held between Michigan Forest
Association and American Tree Farm
System! During the evening of September 13th, 2019, Paul Bigford was given
a plaque in recognition of his outstanding forest stewardship work on the Tank
Creek Ranch parcel in Lake County!
Tank Creek Ranch is a beautiful 150acre forest with four thousand feet of
frontage along the Pere Marquette River
in Lake County. Six generations of the
Bigford family have lived on this land.
The woods are now co-owned by Paul
Bigford and some of his family members, in a limited liability company. The
Pere Marquette is famous for its beauty
and world class trout fishery. The Pere
Marquette is designated a State “Natural
River,” Federal “Wild and Scenic River”
and a blue-ribbon trout stream.

seedlings to old sawlog trees. The Bigford
family gets professional help when they
conduct commercial timber harvests and
when they monitor for forest health issues and invasive species. Furthermore,
the Bigford family uses the trees in their
woods for firewood, maple syrup production and even building projects on their
property. Paul remodeled portions of
their house with lumber harvested from
their own Tree Farm. The floor and
ceiling beams in their kitchen are made
of pegged red pine milled from trees
planted by Paul’s grandfather. The Bigfords are proud of their family legacy of
woodland stewardship. An entire room
in the house displays the history of the
property and family stories are recorded
in a self-published 116-page book.

In 2015 the Bigfords enrolled their
unique forest in the American Tree Farm
System (Tree Farm) to document their
exemplary stewardship of their woods
and the Pere Marquette River. Tree
Farm asks its members to protect important ecosystems, which it calls “Forests
of Recognized Importance.” Riparian
forests along legally protected rivers like
Natural Rivers or Wild and Scenic Rivers
are considered Forests of Recognized Importance in Michigan. The Bigfords do
a great job protecting the streambanks
Paul and his wife Maude take special
and water quality of the Pere Marquette
care to protect the Pere Marquette River
River passing through their woods. The
as it flows through their woods. They
Bigford family also participates in several
manage the riparian zone to protect soil
other programs for woodland owners.
and water quality. Paul plants cedars
The management of their land is verified
along the streambank to replace the ash
as environmentally friendly through the
trees that were killed by the emerald
Michigan Agriculture Environmental
ash borer. They retain large trees near
Assurance Program. They lowered their
the river and Tank Creek during timber
property taxes by enrolling in the Qualiharvests to limit soil erosion and keep the
fied Forest Program. Paul and Maude
water shaded and cool.
have permanently protected 140 acres
of their land from development with a
Paul and Maude also practice a balconservation easement with the Land
anced approach to forest management,
Conservancy of West Michigan and an
using conservation practices that create
Open Space Preservation agreement with
revenue from timber sales while also
the Michigan Department of Agriculture
enhancing wildlife habitat, recreation
and water quality. Their forest manage- and Rural Development.
ment activities promote a diverse range
The Bigfords are passionate advoof tree species including hardwoods,
cates in their community for stewardaspen and red pine. Their forest has a
ship of natural resources. Paul serves
diverse range of tree ages from young
on numerous local boards including the

Maude and Paul Bigford accepting the 2019 Michigan
Tree Farmer of the Year award at the 47th Annual Michigan
Forest Celebration in Grand Rapids.

Pere Marquette Watershed Council and
Mason-Lake Conservation District. He is
the Supervisor of Sweetwater Township
and often writes about forests and water
quality in the township newsletter. Paul
and Maude hosted a Tree Farm field day
for other landowners in 2017. They write
letters to local papers in support of the
US Forest Service and aspen clearcuts.
Paul built the forestry exhibit in the Lake

County History Museum. The Bigfords
testify before the Michigan legislature
about protecting Natural Rivers.
In recognition of their exemplary
woodland stewardship and advocacy for
other family forest owners, the Bigfords
have been awarded the 2019 Michigan
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year.
Congratulations Bigford family!
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2020 Board of Directors Election
and Associate Director positions
The Conservation District Board is
made up of five locally elected officials,
and 2020 is another election year. The
last several elections at the Conservation District have been contested, with
multiple people running for just a few
vacancies. The 2020 election is a bit
more simple, with Tom Bell running
for the only vacancy. His biography has
been shared below. Residents may vote if
they are over the age of 18 and reside in
Mason or the west half of Lake County.
Voting will take place at the Annual
Meeting on February 11th (see details on

front cover). If unable to attend, voters
may also request an absentee ballot by
contacting the Conservation District at
(231) 757-3707.

and personnel. Directors also serve as
something of a “super volunteer”, while
assisting at major Conservation District
events throughout the year.

As locally elected public officials, Directors are responsible for the overall operation and management of the Conservation District, while the staff carry out
the day to day activities. Board members
develop and implement plans and priorities for conservation work in the District.
They also develop policy for staff, as well
as guide the District in managing grants

Tom Bell actually came to be more involved with the Conservation District by
being appointed an Associate Director.
In 2019, the Board of Directors enacted
policy to allow for up to five associate directors to join the District Board.
While these are not voting positions, an
associate director participates in meetings, District events and other aspects of

Conservation District operations, similar
to other Board members. To be an Associate Board member, you don’t have to
have a conservation background; just a
passion for the work. Those with careers
in finance, education, law, business,
farming and many other areas have been
valuable members of the Board in the
past. If you are interested in an Associate Board Member position, talk with
a current Board member or contact the
Conservation District office for details
and an application.

Tom Bell Biography
Associate Director of the MLCD
board. This has allowed me to see
how the board of directors work
hand-in-hand with Dani and her
staff. My appreciation of MLCD’s
philosophy and efforts has grown
tremendously through my involvement with board meetings, representing MLCD at a Hamlin Lake
Preservation Committee presentaAdditionally, I have had experiMy own volunteer work includes
tion, and helping to reseed the Chinence managing apartment complexes nery project on the PM River.
serving as a former board member
and past president of the Masonacross the state for a professional
With my recent direct involveLake Women’s Center, presently
property management firm as well as
being a small business owner. Also, I ment with the board of directors and
known as COVE. I am currently a
member of the Sauble River Restora- spent fifteen summers as an Alaskan my past educational, administrative,
commercial fisherman. Spending
and environmental experiences, I
tion Committee. I reside in Grant
time in such a beautiful location only feel I would be an effective and comTownship, on a fifteen acre plot,
mitted addition to the MLCD board
bordering the Sauble River, with my furthered my appreciation of our
of directors.
wife Jen Orton, who is employed by environment and the need to take
care of it.
West Shore ESD.
Thank you for your
Recently, I have been given the
Having spent the first eighteen
kind consideration,
opportunity to become a non-voting Tom Bell
years of my life on a farm, I learned
As a twenty-eight year resident
of Mason County, I have been very
aware of the benefits we have derived
from MLCD. During this time, I
have observed the many efforts of
MLCD to improve the lives of residents through educational programs
and the popular Hazardous Waste
Collection Day.

first hand, the value of good stewardship. Upon graduation from college, I entered the field of education
where I spent thirty years in a variety
of positions. The final twenty years
in education were spent at West
Shore Community College where I
served as an Educational Counselor
and Director of Admissions.
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help stop sedimentation and Protect our rivers
Mason and Lake County are known for
their natural river systems and beautiful farm land. In fact, there are over 600
farms located in the two counties and
over 250 miles of river. But these miles of
waterways are under constant attack from
pollution. The major type of pollution
threatening our water quality is sedimentation. Sedimentation is the process
by which particles (dirt in this case) fall
out of suspension in water. The fallen
particles are called sediment. Increases in
sedimentation are caused by erosion. Bare
fields, cattle grazing along waterways, and
unstable banks all lead to erosion, which
in turn leads to sedimentation.

causes it to warm; warm water holds less
oxygen than cold water. The sediment
also impacts fish reproduction because
the sediment can cover fish eggs, causing them to die. Humans can be directly
affected by grazing in a waterbody from
manure runoff upstream of recreation
areas or a water source. Sedimentation
can be caused by many erosion factors
such as road crossings, uncovered fields,
and grazing livestock with access to river
and streambanks.

The Mason-Lake Conservation
District and the National Resource
Conservation Service are available to
assist anyone who wants to help stop the
sedimentation of our rivers. We offer
This sediment can cause a multitude
programs that can assist with both techof problems for our river and streams,
such as poor water quality, decreased ox- nical and financial assistance in reducing
ygen levels, increased water temperature, sediment in our rivers and improving
shallow, wider rivers, and high turbidity. habitat. A filter or buffer strip program
Fish populations, especially trout species, allows farmers to plant native grass
alongside the waterway to help filter any
rely on colder, well-oxygenated water
sediment from reaching the waterways.
to survive and reproduce. The increase
Not only does this protect our waterway
in water turbidity darkens the river and

programs contact Jerry Kass, Conservabut it also provides a home for wildlife
such as nesting ducks or turtles. Another tion Technician or Seth Earl, District
Conservationist at (231) 757-3707 ext. 5.
option is riparian habitat improvement,
which involves adding woody vegetation to the riparian habitat, stabilizing
the surrounding banks. Fencing can
be put up to exclude grazing livestock
from entering the streams or rivers. If
livestock need to cross the waterway, we
offer a program to put in a stream crossing, allowing livestock to cross without
contributing to erosion or water contamination. If livestock need a water source,
there are programs to help with creating
watering facilities away from natural
waterways. One of the simplest practices
is the planting of cover crops. Keeping
vegetation on the landscape allows for
sediment to become trapped on the fields
instead of in the streams. A combination
of these practices can help a landowner
or farm save tons of sediment from
entering the waterways and polluting our
sedimentAtion occurring
beautiful rivers and streams.
along a streambank with minimal
For assistance with these or similar
vegetation

In the Market for
Something Fresh?
Fresh from the farm!

Your Wholesale Family Contact

• SCOTTVILLE OFFICE •
231-757-2676

578 W. US 10 • Scottville, MI 49454
sales@blarneycastleoil.com
Serving Mason,
Oceana, and Manistee
Fuel and Lubricant Needs
Since 1957

www.BlarneyCastleOil.com

ratin
Celeb

g 60 Years of Family Tradit

ion

Fresh Produce
Free Soil Deli and Bakery & more
FREE SOIL
LUDINGTON
8400 N. US 31
212 S. Pere Marquette Hwy.
(231) 464-5534
(231) 843-4603
www.orchardmarket.us
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Programs Available to Address Invasive Species
North Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (NCCISMA) has great programs in place
to assist property owners with invasive species identification and management.

are available online at NorthCountryInvasives.org. For
other assistance with invasive species management,
contact NCCISMA’s Program Coordinator by email at

Vicki.Sawicki@macd.org or by phone at 231-429-5072,
or NCCISMA’s Invasive Species Technician by email at
Zach.Peklo@macd.org or phone at 248-210-6047.

One such opportunity is a cost-share program that
allows property owners to have NCCISMA’s striketeam perform invasive species control at 50% of
cost. For 2020, the Michigan Invasive Species Grant
Program is picking up the other half of cost. Participating in NCCISMA’s cost share program is limited
to addressing regional high priority species. These
species include Phragmites, Japanese/giant knotweed,
glossy/common buckthorn, garlic mustard, oriental
bittersweet, wild parsnip, tree-of-heaven and bristly
locust. NCCISMA’s cost share program is not intended
to compete with local contractors, but rather to provide
an affordable option in situations where the infestation
is not large enough to warrant hiring a private contractor. For infestations that are particularly large, or difficult to access, a private contractor is likely more suited
for the job than NCCISMA’s Strike team. NCCISMA
maintains a list of herbiciding contractors that work
in the area and specialize in the treatment of invasive
species.
Another way NCCISMA is available to assist
landowners is through written instructions or in-field
demonstrations. This form of assistance is perfect for
landowners who want to treat invasives species on
their own, but are unfamiliar with herbicides and do
not know where to begin. Staff are also available to
assess your property for invasive species, provide best
management practices for the control of any invasive
species present, and make habitat restoration recommendations.
Applications for NCCISMA’s Cost Share program

nccismA Field stAFF applying herbicide to address an infestation of wild parsnip.

"Ludington's Original Hearth Store"
Pellet & Wood Stoves • Gas Stoves
Fireplaces & Fireplace Inserts

e, Haidyn

Kyle, Haile

n

e Larso
and Rees

65 S. Jebavy Dr., Ludington • 231.843.8970

You can do your part
Through Soil Conservation
Preserving the land is our future...
in food supplies, economic growth and natural resources.
The best investment we can make is saving the land...
and it will save us.

Needlefast
Evergreens, Inc.

4075 W. Hansen Rd.
Ludington, MI

843-8524
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Conservation District and CRA
Survey over 90 Stream Crossings
In 2019, the Conservation District
teamed up with Conservation Resource
Alliance (CRA) to evaluate the roadstream crossings of the Lincoln River.
Through these surveys, multiple factors
were assessed at each stream crossing,
including ease of fish passage, stream
flow depth, substrate and presence of
erosion. More sensitive fish species like
salmon or trout need cold, well-oxygenated water and gravel beds to spawn.
The data collected through these surveys
provided a snapshot of habitat at crossings throughout the Lincoln River. These
details help to assess and prioritize the
needs for restoration or habitat improvement work in the watershed. A prioritized work list will also help to be more
competitive with grant applications for
project funding to complete the work.

Assessing Stream ﬂow and
substrate through a large culvert

Together, CRA and the District
surveyed over 90 stream crossings. The
Lincoln River has a North and South
Branch that combine into a mainstem.
The upper reaches of the Lincoln River
begin East of Round Lake area and
Campbell Rd. and flow all the way to
Lake Michigan. To cover this large area,
the two survey teams divided their efforts between branches to complete the

ACRES CO-OP
Proudly Serving the Community

Grain • Bulk & Bag Fertilizer
Livestock Feed • Bird Seed & Suet
Wildlife Feed & Grain • Salt Licks

709 W. US 10, Scottville (231)

757-2881

surveys. With the high water and flooding that occurred through most of the
2019 season, it was a challenging task.
Of the 90 crossings surveyed, 19 ranked
as “severe” and will be priority areas of
focus for future work. The data went live
in November and can be viewed online.
Check it out! http://www.northernmichiganstreams.org/watersheds.asp
With this data, the District and CRA
are able to better plan and partner with
other organizations that want to do
stream or road work in the area. For
example, a high priority area may be
one that has a stream passing through a
culvert under the road, but the culvert is
located a bit too high above the stream to
allow enough water to flow through for
a swimming fish. The partners can apply
for grants to replace this culvert, but
it would also impact the road crossing
over top of it. If it is a road that the Road
Commission also wishes to work on, they
can join the partnership and each apply
for grant funding (some for a road repair
and some for stream habitat improvements). With those combined funding
sources, groups have an easier time fund- JAke crAwFord and intern
raising for projects and supporting each
Evan White collected data on the
Lincoln River
other’s goals.

LaBranz Asparagus Farms
Fresh Asparagus
May & June

626 E. Conrad Rd., Scottville
(231) 757-3880
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Using Fire to Manage Invasive Species: Does it work?
By: Jenna Johnson

quently may harm native plants and allow exotic and invasive plants to become
more abundant.
Successful control of invasive plant
species often is determined by the type
Fire has been used since pre-historic
of plant that is targeted. Generally, there
times to manage vegetation for many difare two broad categories used to characferent purposes. The modern use of fire in
wildland areas has focused on treatments to terize plants; plants that re-sprout and
reduce hazardous fuel loads, restore distur- plants that do not re-sprout. Resprouting plants are those that are capable of
bance regimes, improve forage and habitat
growing again from roots when the top
for game and livestock, promote biodiversity, and manage nonnative invasive plants. is removed. Prescribed burning can be
a very successful strategy when trying
Much research has been done to study the
use of fire to manage invasive species in the to control non-re-sprouting plants as
fire will often kill the plant. Resprouting
cropland setting, but not as much in the
wildland setting. However, recent evidence plants are much more difficult to eradisuggests that fire can help manage invasive cate and fire is often used in tandem with
species. The success of using fire depends on other control methods, such as grazing,
the particular invasive plant species, the fire herbicides and physical removal.
There are certified professionals
return interval, and the season in which fire
that plan the use of prescribed burns to
is applied. In short, there is not a one-fireimprove habitats. Steve Cross is a prefits-all approach when using fire to control
scribed fire Burn Boss and has been for
invasive species.
many years. A Burn Boss is a person who
The fire return interval is how often
supervises all phases of the prescribed
a particular piece of land is burned. For
burn. Cross points out that “fire will
example, if a field is burned every three
years, then the fire return interval would primarily just top kill the plant species it
impacts, invasive or not. If the rootstock
be three years. Native plants evolved in
regions with specific fire return intervals. is not affected, the plant then has the
ability to re-sprout.”
Burning within these suggested return
Invasive species are particularly
intervals will help native plants return
to that region. Burning more or less fre- adapted to survive adversity. For this

North Country Cooperative Invasive
Species Management Area

Photo: Michigan DNR

A prescribed burn is taking place to

reduce the amount of spotted knapweed in
a native prairie planting.

reason, many invasive species may not
be the best candidates for control with
fire alone. Some invasive species can be
controlled with repeated burns. For others, fire is one tool used in a combination
of methods. Fire alone can effectively
control autumn olive and honeysuckle.
By contrast Phragmites, or Common
reed, cannot be controlled by fire alone,
however, Phragmites is especially vulnerable to herbicides after a burn.
Fire professionals understand the importance of timing and using integrated
pest management to control invasive
species. Todd Aschenbach, a Professor that teaches wildland fire management at Grand Valley State University,
recommends using multiple approaches
to manage invasive species with fire.
Aschenbach states that “Ultimately, the
goals are to exhaust the root reserves of
the species or kill a species outright, so
a combination of management tools can
have an additive impact. For example,
applying fire to damage the above
ground growth of a species followed by
the application of herbicide to kill any
regrowth can significantly decrease root
reserves, thereby decreasing the dominance of an invasive species.” This may
be disappointing news to landowners
that hope to use fire for invasive species

Photo: Mason-Lake CD

Debriefing is an important
step in the prescribed burn
process to assess whether or
not the target species have
been controlled.

Photo: Rob Routledge,
Sault College, Bugwood.org

Spotted knapweed

is an invasive species
that can be managed
with the use of fire and
repeated management.

control to avoid the use of chemicals.
The season in which fire is applied
is directly linked with maximizing effectiveness and safety. Burning plants
when they are actively growing is a good
strategy to set back growth and reproduction of invasive plants. Over several
burn cycles, this can greatly reduce the
abundance of the target invasive plant,
allowing for native species to grow. Also,
burning when plants are growing can be
safer because fires are often slower and
less intense at this time.
There are approximately 600 wildfires
reported in Michigan each year. Although overall responsibility for wildfire
suppression and prevention in the state
rests with the DNR, the U.S. Forest
Service, and local volunteer fire departments, private landowners play a large
part in preventing these events from
taking place.
Before considering fire as a control
technique, consult with your local DNR
office, or local conservation district on
the highly trained professionals available
in your area. The Michigan Prescribed
Fire Council has a list of qualified contractors with expertise in prescribed fire
services. This list can be found at https://
www.firecouncil.org/consultants.

Photo: Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org

Autumn olive is a woody shrub that

can be controlled with fire by top killing
the plant and then the re-sprouts.
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sPring 2020 tree sAle order Form
SPRING 2020 TREE SALE ORDER FORM

Office Use Only
Order Number

Name _________________________________________________________________

Date Received

Address _______________________________________________________________
City

Zip Code

State

Processed By

Phone Number_______________________________________ Email
Evergreen Seedlings
Red Pine
White Pine
White Spruce

Size

Age

Habitat

4-8"
4-8"
6-12"

2-0
2-0
2-0

☀/dry
many
☁/💧💧💧💧

Size

Age

Habitat

6-12"
24"+
12-18"

2-1
2-2
2-2

dry
☁
☁/💧💧💧💧

24"+

2-2

☁/💧💧💧💧

Evergreen Transplants
Black Hills Spruce
Norway Spruce*
White Cedar
White Spruce
Hardwood trees

Size

Bitternut Hickory
Paw Paw
Sugar Maple
Black Cherry
Red Oak
White Oak
Yellow Birch

12-18"
12-18"
18-24"
18-24"
18-24"
18-24"
18-24"

Shrubs

Size

Snowberry
Downy Serviceberry
Dune Willow
Hazelnut - American
Highbush Cranberry
Red Osier Dogwood
Witchhazel

18-24"
12-18"
18-24"
24-36"
24-36"
8-15"
12-18"

Extra-Large single trees

Size

Black Walnut
White Oak
Paper Birch
White Flowering Dogwood

4-5'
4-5'
3-4'
3-4'

Native grass & wildflower seed mixes
2

Native prairie grass mix for 200 ft
Dryland Shortgrass Pollinator 400 ft2
Mesic Pollinator Mix for 500 ft2
Little Bluestem - $35/lb or ---------->
Big Bluestem - $20/lb or ------------->
Switchgrass - $20/lb or -------------->

50 tree
bundle
$25
$25
$25
10 tree
bundle
$17
$23
$17

$23
10 tree
Age Habitat
bundle
2-0
Many
$25
2-0
Many
$25
2-0
☁
$18
1-0
Many
$18
1-0,2-0
☀
$18
1-0,2-0 Many
$18
1-0
☁/💧💧💧💧
$18
10 tree
Age Habitat
bundle
1-0
Many
$20
1-0
Many
$15
1-0
💧💧💧💧
$16
vary
Many
$24
vary
💧💧💧💧
$22
1-0
💧💧💧💧/☀
$12
1-0
☁
$15
Price per
Habitat
tree
$15
☀
$15
Many
$12
Many
$12
☁
Size

Price

2 oz.
2 oz
2 oz.
2 oz.
2 oz.
2 oz.

$6.00
$28.00
$26.00
$6.00
$5.00
$5.00

Number of
bundles

Number of
bundles

Number of
bundles

Number of
bundles

Number of
trees

Number of
Ounces

Ask us about bulk pricing on conifers and seed mixes!

TOTAL
$
$
$
TOTAL
$
$
$

Accepting Pre-orders ONLY

$
TOTAL
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Minimal stock for sale at pick-up.
All orders are filled on a first-come basis and
subject to nursery availability.

FINAL DATE TO ORDER:
💧💧💧💧-March
Prefers Wet
Areas2020
Friday,
27th,
Pick-Up Information

TOTAL
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Mason County Fairgrounds
Community Building
Friday, April 24th, 2PM - 6 PM
Saturday, April 25th, 9 AM - noon
Baldwin - Fully Paid Orders Only
Pavillion Behind Jones' Ice Cream
Saturday, April 25th, 10AM - noon

TOTAL

Key
💧💧💧💧- Prefers Wet Areas
☁- Tolerates Partial - Full Shade, ok in sun too
☀- Full Sun needed

$
$
$
$
TOTAL
$
$
$
$
$
$

* Non-native species in MI. Be cautious of aggressive
growth habits and habitat suitability

Shop Online!!

Mason-LakeConservation.org

eVerGreeN trees
norway spruce (picea abies) not native to
the u.S. aggressive, growth, may become
invasive if not monitored. mature height: 100’.
tolerates a range of soils and ph, including
clay, loams and sands. frequently used for
windbreaks, christmas trees and ornamental
plantings.
white spruce (picea glauca) native to upper great Lakes region. mature height: 100’.
tolerates sun, to full shade in upland forests,
lake edges and riverbanks on mostly mesic to
dry loams and alluvium soils, but is tolerant
of many soil types. important nesting tree for
birds; foliage, twigs, and seeds are consumed
by birds and mammals.
black hills spruce (picea glauca var. dens)
native to South dakota black hills area, exotic
to michigan. mature height: 30-60’. very
similar in all aspects to white spruce, except
that it prefers dry soils and is drought tolerant,
so a good option if you like the white spruce
look but have dry soils.
eastern white Pine (pinus strobus) native to
our area. mature height: 150’. tolerates sun, to
full shade in mesic, fertile well drained soils.
Seeds are eaten by birds and mammals; young
stems are browsed by mammals; excellent
nesting habitat for bald eagles and other birds
of prey. uses include construction lumber,
finishing and cabinetry, furniture.
Red Pine (pinus resinosa) native to our area.
mature height: 80’. grows best in full sun with
sandy to mesic soils. commonly grown for timber as lumber or utility poles. young trees can
be bushy in form, serving as wildlife cover.
northern white cedar (thuja occidentalis)
or arborvitae. native to our area. mature
height: 50’. tolerates sun, to full shade in well
drained alkaline soils as well as poorly drained
wetlands, bogs and forested ravines. Seedlings
are heavily browsed by white-tailed deer;
cedar stands are important winter cover and
food for wildlife.
(Continued on page 19)
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Apple - Enterprise
Apple - Liberty
Apple - Chestnut
Apple - CrimsonCrisp
Apple - Wickson
Apple - Manchurian Crab
Apple - Arkansas Black
Pear-Seckel
Pear - Sunrise
Peach - Lucky 13 Flamin Fury
Small Fruit & Vegetables*
Albion Strawberry --- ever-bearing (disease
resistant, 25 per bundle)
Flavorfest Strawberry--June-bearing
(disease resistant, 25 per bundle)

Protect Your
Farm’s Assets
–––– WITH ––––

Ground cover plants
American Beachgrass
(100 per bundle)
American Beachgrass
(500 per bundle)
Conservation Products

(books and more available online!)

from Epoxy to
Barn Paint
we have you covered!

Let the LP&G Team assist
with your next project
You can trust the LP&G Team

LUDINGTON
PAINT & GLASS
Mixing Paint & Service Since 1948
213 S. JAMES, LUDINGTON
843-8250
www.ludingtonpaint.com

Plantskydd liquid deer repellant
(covers 200 plants for 3 months)
Plantskydd liquid deer repellant
Plantskydd powder
(covers 800 plants for 3 months)
Plantskydd granular shaker pack
(deterring small mammals)
Mosquito Barrier (garlic juice)
(Covers 1.25 acres for 2-4 weeks)
Mosquito Barrier (garlic juice)
Tree fertilizer tablets
(get 100 for $45)
Tree planting bar (aka dibble)
Terra Sorb packet (adds moisture)
Wood Duck House
Bluebird House
Wren House
Tree Tube: Re-used Limited Supply!
(includes new bamboo 6 ft. stake)
Pine stake only
Bamboo stake only
Tree Tube: New with bamboo
Tree Tube: New with pine stake
Tree Wrap (rodent deterrent)
Plat Book - Mason Co. 2019

diam.
1/2"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
5/8"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
1/2"+
Size

Price/
Tree

Number
of trees

TOTAL

$20
$20

$
$

$20
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Price

3"+

$12

3"+

$12

Size

Price

18-24"

$18

18-24"

$70

Size

Price

1 qt.

$22

1 gal.

$60

1 lb.

$29

3.5 lb

$29

1 qt.

$28

1 gal.

$80

each

$0.50

1 oz.
-

$21.00
$2
$28
$12
$10

4-5 ft.

$2.50

5ft
5ft
5 ft.
5 ft.
3 ft.
-

$2.75
$1.75
$5
$6
$2.50
$30.00

# of
bundles

Please note that small seedlings can be planted
with a dibble but transplants and large-size
trees have larger rootstock and require shoveldug holes and more time for planting.

TOTAL

$
TOTAL
$

Send complete order form and payment to:
Mason-Lake Conservation District
655 N. Scottville Rd.
Scottville, MI 49454

We accept all major cards. Please put
payment info here, order online or call.

$
TOTAL

# of items

Payment Information

Please pay in full if purchases come to less than
$100. Otherwise we request a 50% deposit.

$
# of
bundles

| friday, January 31, 2020

$
$

Card #:______________________________
Exp. Date: __________________
Security Code (CVV):____________

$

Name on Card:

_________________________

$
$
$

Questions? Call (231) 757-3707 ext. 5 or email
mason-lake@macd.org

$
$
$
$
$
$

Make a Tax-Deductable Donation!

The Mason-Lake Conservation District is a 170c taxdeductible organization. Your donation will be applied
towards a scholarship fund or conservation activities in
our District. Alternately, consider us in your estate
planning by donating to our endowment with the
Community Foundation. You can directly impact
conservation in our area for years to come!

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

For detailed information on each species' growth, habitat,
species descriptions, etc. visit

www.Mason-LakeConservation.org

When purchasing apple or pear trees, be sure that you have two different varieties(i.e. 2 apples) so that they cross pollinate to get fruit. All apple varieites
listed here will cross pollinate with the other apples, and same for pears. Or add a crabapple to improve pollination!

Tree Workshop!

We will be hosting a
workshop to help you select
the right trees for your
property and give tips on
managing Backyard Fruit
Trees. Mark your calendars
for February 28th at
Sherman Twp Hall in
Fountain. Call for details!

Subtotal from BOTH pages $
6% Michigan Sales Tax $
Donation to Mason-Lake C.D. $
ORDER TOTAL $
Deposit $
Check Number
Circle desired Pickup Location: Ludington or Baldwin

Note: It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs
and other plants to be resold, in accordance
with the Insect Pest and Plant Disease Act.
PA 189 of 1931 as amended

friday, January 31, 2020
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Many thanks to our
volunteers!

Every year we rely on help from our dedicated volunteers to carry out conservation projects
in the District and 2019 was no exception. A total of 47 people volunteered 577 hours of time towards
our community conservation efforts. This equates to more than $5,400 in donated time.
tHank you Very MuCH to everyone who volunteered their efforts in 2019!
Alan Haslam
Allyson Wolf
Beth Freeby
Bob Ohse
Carolynn
Dan Loney
Dave Dister
Dave Hasenbank
Deb Del Zoppo
Deb Tennant
Ed Sanborn
Evan White

Gary Dittmer
Harleen
Hunter Wood
Jerry Jensen
Jim Clark
Jim Rasmussen
Joe Stickney
Jordan DeVries
Julia Chambers
Karen Opperman
Katie Miller
Kathy Winczewski

Ken Pranger
Liz Pasco
Maddison Tongue
Marie Bennettt
Marilyn
Mark Tucker
Mark Lipps
Meg Cooper
Paul Bigford
Peg Dittmer
Rhonda
Rick Singleton

Robert
Russ Mawby
Russ Peterson
Sarah Bolan
Sarah Grabowski
Steve Hull
Tom Bell
Tom Carlson
Tom Grabowski
Tom Papcun
Wayne Andersen

volunteer hours
by Program area

577

total
hours

30%

16%

38%

16%

Tree and Plant sales
Office & Other
Invasive Species
Household Hazardous Waste

2019 Volunteer of the Year –
Meg Cooper
Each year we have dozens of volunteers giving hundreds of hours of their time to help with
conservation projects, but we like to take a moment to shine the spotlight on an extra special
volunteer. This year we’d like to honor Meg
Cooper as our Volunteer of the Year.
Meg Cooper is an amazing young lady with
a passion to learn; especially when it comes
to conservation. She came to us as an intern
for a semester through the AgriScience Career
Technical Experience program through West
Shore Community College - ESD. Meg was at

Meg helping to
pack trees in
preparation for
the 2019 spring
tree sale

our office three days a week ready to help with
anything we could throw at her, and she did it
all with a smile and never-ending enthusiasm.
Meg helped out with data entry, designing
flyers, visiting with farmers and landowners,
packing up tree orders in a freezing cold barn,
and harvesting beachgrass. We’ve honestly lost
track of her volunteer hours once she passed
100, but we know she’s put in a lot of time and a
lot of heart helping us with our projects. Thank
you for all of your help, Meg, we couldn’t do it
without you!
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Siblings Ed and Susan Dains proudly

display their MAEAP sign, showing sound
environmental stewardship on their orchards
and farmstead.

The Schoedel Family of Summit View
Farms in Manistee celebrates their MAEAP
verification with three generations of the family.

| friday, January 31, 2020

Al Oomen (pictured right) and son Matt
show off their sign for MAEAP cropping
verification on Al Oomen Farm in 2019.

Environmental stewards persevere
through trying times
By: Jamie VanDerZanden
MAEAP Technician
Manistee and Mason-Lake
Conservation Districts

This year has been an incredibly difficult
year for farmers. Michigan commodities have
been affected by market issues caused by a
lack of export markets and low-cost tariff
imports. Foreign countries, such as Turkey,
have been flooding U.S. markets with cheap
cherry imports and this situation has started
to its toll in our state. Some Michigan cherry
farmers have had to make the difficult
decision to literally pull up roots and pull
orchards out of production because of the
economic struggle caused by a loss of their
markets. Michigan asparagus farmers are
also facing similar market issues caused by
low-cost tariff imports from Peru and Mexico
during peak production season. The season
for Michigan asparagus is relatively short,
with harvest starting in early May and ending
in June. During this time, Michigan asparagus farmers have been facing problems with
Peruvian asparagus f looding the US market. Michigan famers cannot compete with

the price of these imports, because it is below
the US cost of production. We also continue
to see the dairy industry struggle as well.
The dairy industry has been struggling with
high milk supply and low milk prices. This
factor, as well as other factors, has resulted
in more and more dairy farms closing each
year. Unfortunately, there have been a lot of
economic struggles for Michigan farmers
recently, across the agricultural industry.
Adding insult to injury, Mother Nature
was not on the farmers’ side this year. Due
to record rainfalls in the spring, farmers
struggled to get on their fields to plant. Late
planting was possible for some, once the
fields dried up, however other farmers were
still unable to plant or were forced to plant
less acreage than usual because of poor field
conditions. The weather this fall wasn’t any
better than in the spring. The farmers that
did get their crops planted had a difficult
time harvesting because of the early snowfall, making the fields and crops too wet for
harvesting.
There have been many challenges facing farmers this year, that is for sure. But
even during the challenging times, farmers

continue to be top stewards of the land by
practicing sustainable agriculture. During
this difficult year for farming, Michigan
Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) in Manistee, Mason, and
Western Lake counties, worked with 24 farms
to complete risk reduction management
practices to help protect the environment.
MAEAP is a voluntary and confidential program that helps farmers address possible
agricultural risks. To reduce risks, these 24
farms have all been proactive with implementing management practices on their
farms. Some farms have completed bigger
projects, such as pouring concrete pads for
their fuel tanks, to prevent fuel from leaking
into the ground and contaminating ground
water. Other farms have been busy with
smaller projects such as updating soil samples and manure samples, to know current
nutrient levels and prevent over-application
of fertilizer and/or manure on fields. Excess
nutrients could cause leaching or runoff,
resulting in contamination of ground and
surface water. Other management practices implemented by these 24 farms in 2019
include implementing manure management

plans for correct storage and application;
cover crop utilization to help counteract
the erosion and compaction issues caused
by poor weather during harvest; planned
pasture grazing rotations to prevent soil erosion; grass plantings for erosion control; and
implementing secondary containment to prevent possible spills of oil, fuel, pesticides, and
fertilizers.
MAEAP is a program that focuses on
being a resource for farmers to assist with
protecting the environment from agricultural
pollution. What farmers like most about the
program is that it is voluntary, and they can
go through the verification process at their
own pace, as slow or as fast as they would
like. This aspect of the program is nice when
considering the year that farmers have had
with market and weather issues while still
trying to make a profit during difficult circumstances. Of these 24 farms, not all of
them have been verified or are even ready for
verification, but each farm has worked with
MAEAP to complete practices that reduce
environmental risks and that is what the program is truly about; helping farmers protect
the environment.
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Farm Bill Update
BY seth eArl
district conservAtionist, nAturAl
resources conservAtion service

2019 ushered in many new changes and
challenges conservation work. One such
change occurred in December of 2018, as
the 2018 Farm Bill was passed into law,
solidifying conservation programming for
the next 5 years. The omnibus Farm Bill is
routinely authored every four years. Eighty
four percent of the bill authorizes our
national entitlement programs and roughly
6% of the Farm Bill is directed towards
conservation funding to reduce environmental concerns.
As with any new Farm Bill, it took

time for our legislators and agency staff
in Washington D.C. to lay the groundwork for how to enact new environmental
rules and programs within the Farm Bill.
Many of those rules are still being finalized
today. Even so, the Scottville field office
had a tremendous year of environmental program involvement. Our office saw
37 new Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) contracts that included
conservation measures on 3,585 acres, for
a total of $352,000 of funding. Practices
enrolled into the program range from wildlife related practices such as tree planting,
pollinator planting to agricultural practices
such as cover crops, grassed waterways and
erosion structures. Many of our contracts
were due, in part, to the abnormally wet

weather which created many erosion concerns along with farmers being unable to
plant a viable crop. 2019 brought unprecedented challenges for farmers as there were
19 million acres of unplanted crops nationwide. In Michigan alone we had 887,000
acres of unplanted crops.
In addition to the EQIP program,
the Scottville field office authored 5 new
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
contracts that encompassed 5,545 acres and
offered $327,150 dollars of environmental stewardship practices to be be installed
on private lands. The CSP program has
long been a mainstay for the Scottville field
office. The program focuses on working
with private forestland owners and farmers
or pasture farmers to solidify stewardship

and management practices that are already
installed on the landscape. In addition to
the CSP program, a permanent easement
was secured to restore and protect a 56-acre
wetland.
By the numbers, 2019 was a huge success. In addition to the nearly $2.5 million
in conservation funding we manage, we
added 43 new contracts that will implement
practices on 9,130 acres and an additional
$678,672 dollars of conservation funding
for the coming year. 2020 will bring new
challenges and opportunities, and we are
eager to serve you.
For further information on these programs, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov or call the
Scottville Service Center at (231) 757-3707
ext. 3.

sable river Conservation activities
manage sediment inputs
The Mason Lake Conservation District was very
busy at the end of the season finishing up the remainder of the projects planned for fiscal year 2019. Working
with private landowners this year has been
a great opportunity to
help implement a variety of conservation
practices throughout not only the Sable
River watershed but
across Mason County
as well. Within the
Sable River watershed, landowners,
with the assistance
of Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Conservation
District, implemented conservation practices across
1,268 acres this year. Of those acres, cover crops were

planted on 1,178 acres to help combat soil and nutrient
runoff during 2019. Approximately 10,000 trees were
also planted in this area.
These conservation
activities contributed to a reduction in
sediment erosion by
1,289 tons within the
Sable River watershed! These sediment
numbers are calculated using RUSLE2,
which is a scientific
model used to provide
estimates of longterm average annual
soil erosion. This tool is
used in conservation planning and incorporates tillage
practices, crop rotation, equipment used, soil type and
other factors when calculating the mitigated soil loss.

completed
activities in 2019
 Total contracts: 10
 Agricultural Contracts: 7
 Forestry Contracts: 3
 Total Conservation acres: 1268
 Cover Crop Acres: 1178
 Trees planted: 10,000
 total sediment reduction:

1,289 tons
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MAEAP Verified Farms in Fiscal Year 2019
Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program (MAEAP) is a voluntary, confidential process that recognizes
and rewards top stewards of the land. It
is a Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development (MDARD) program that is delivered by conservation
districts statewide. Across the state of
Michigan you can commonly see MAEAP
roadside signs on farms stating, “This
farm is environmentally verified.” Farms
can be recognized as a MAEAP verified
farm in one or more systems:
1. Cropping
2. Livestock
3. Farmstead
4. Forest, Wetlands, and Habitat.

Pere Marquette
Township
Deb Del Zoppo: Top of
the Hill Farm
Verified: Forest,
Wetlands, and Habitat

Norman Township
Kurt Schindler: Pine
Knolls
Verified: Forest,
Wetlands, and Habitat

Mason
County

Riverton Township
Areklet Farms
Reverified: Cropping
and Farmstead

Eden Township
Al Oomen Farms
Verified: Cropping

Manistee
County
Dickson Township
Diane Somsel
Verified: Forest,
Wetlands, and Habitat

Manistee Township
Charlie and Katie
Schoedel: Summit View
Farms
Verified: Farmstead

Eden Township
Al Oomen: OHH Pork, LLC
Reverified: Livestock
Logan Township
McCumber Farms
Reverified: Cropping
and Farmstead

Riverton Township
Dains Orchards
Verified: Farmstead
Riverton Township
Dave Wright: Wright
Summerton Farms
Verified: Cropping

Riverton Township
Tom and Janice
VanNortwick:
VanNortwick Orchards
Verified: Farmstead
Sherman Township
Mike Windemuller:
Winde Ridge Farm,
LLC
Verified: Cropping and
Farmstead

Lake
County

No verifications for
Fiscal Year 2019

To become MAEAP verified, farmers
use best management practices developed
by Michigan State University, the United
States Department of Agriculture, and
MDARD’s Environmental Stewardship
Division, to protect Michigan’s land
and water resources. Local MAEAP
Technicians complete on-farm risk assessments with farmers interested in MAEAP
to address possible agricultural risks.
Farmers will then implement risk reduc• Bulk, Bag, Liquid Ferti
tion management practices on their farms.
Some of these risk reduction management
• Lawn & Garden Suppli
practices include implementing manage• Feed & Seed
ment plans for forests, nutrients, pesticide
*
• Chemicals
drift reduction, and manure. These plans
Look to us for your seed, feed, fertilizer,
ensure long-term responsible management
• Bulk, Bag, Liquid Fertilizer Together, han
and address using chemicals, fertilizers
chemical,
petroleum
and farm needs.
Mason, Manis
• 5 Reverifications
and manure at the lowest levels necessary
•
Lawn
&
Garden
Supplies
• Bulk, Bag, Liquid Fertilizer
• Farm Hardware
Farm Hardware
with 3 farms • Bulk, Bag, Liquid Fertilizer
• Lawn & Garden Supplies
• Fuels &•Lubricants
to achieve management goals with min• Feed & Seed
• Custom Application
•
Feed
&
Seed
imal environmental impact. Additional
• Chemicals
• Lawn & Garden Supplies
• Fuels & Lubricants
Centered On You.
risk reduction practices include creatTogether, hand•
in hand,
the staff works for the farmers in
•
10
New
Verifications
Chemicals
• Mason,
Bulk,
Bag, Liquid Fertilizer
• Far
ing and updating emergency plans for the
Centered
O
Manistee, Lake, Oceana, and Newaygo counties.
• Feed & Seed
• Custom Application
with
6
farms
and
3
3
East
Main,
Hart
farm, having access to spill kits and per• Lawn
& Garden
Supplies
Fu
231-873-2158
1-888-591-8211
CERES
Together,
hand in hand, the• sta
• Chemicals
• Bulk, Bag,
LiquidSOLUTIONS
Fertilizer
• Farm Hardware
sonal protection equipment, using proper
forest properties
Centered On You.
Feed & Seed
• Cu
signage and storage for chemicals and
• Lawn & Garden•Supplies
• Fuels Manistee,
& LubricantsLake, Oceana
Mason,
fertilizers, testing well water for conTogether,
the staff works for the
farmers
in
*Note: Lake County did not have
• Feed &hand
Seed in •hand,
• Custom
Application
Chemicals
Centered On You.
taminants, testing soil and plant tissue
any verifications
• Chemicals
Mason,
Manistee, Lake, Oceana,
Newaygo counties.
Centeredand
On You.
for nutrients, maintaining accurate and
Together,
hand in hand, the staff works for the fa
• Bulk, Bag, Liquid Fertilizer
• Farm Hardware
Together, hand in hand, the staff works
for the
farmers
in
updated farm records, and more.
3
East
Main,
Hart
Mason,
Manistee,
Lake,
Oceana, and Newaygo c
• Lawn & Garden Supplies
• Fuels & Lubricants
Mason, Manistee, Lake, Oceana, and Newaygo counties.

2018-2019
MAEAP
Accomplishments
For Manistee And
Mason Counties

Look to us for
chemical, p

Look to us for
your seed,

Look to usfeed,
forfertilizer,
your see
Look to us for your seed,
feed, fertilizer,
chemical,
petroleum
chemical,
chemical, petroleum
farm
needs.
petroleum
Look toand
us for
your
seed,andfeed,
Your Productivity
farm needs.
IsLook
Our
petroleum
and
farm
CERES
SOLUTI
to us Priority
forchemical,
your seed, feed,
fertilizer,

Your Productivitychemical, petroleum and farm needs.
Is Our Priority

Look to us for
your seed, feed, fertilizer,
Your
Productivity
and farm needs.
our Productivity
Ischemical,
Ourpetroleum
Priority
Your
Productivity
Your
Productivity
Our Priority
CERES SOLUTIONS
Is Our Priority

CERES SOLUTIONS 231-8

3 East Main,
231-873-2158
1-888-591-8211
• Feed
& Seedverification contact
• Custom Application
3 East Main,
Hart
For more information about
MAEAP
• Chemicals
231-873-2158 1-888-591-8211
our local MAEAP technician
Jamie VanDerZanden
at On You.
CERES SOLUTIONS
231-873-2158 1-8
CERES
SOLUTIONS
Centered
We
are
Proud
to
Support
the
WEST
SHORE
FFA
CHAPTER
jamie.vanderzanden@macd.org or call Together,
231-757-3707
ext.
109.
hand in hand, the staff works for the farmers in

ur Productivity
Our Priority

Our
Priority
IsIsOur
Priority

Mason, Manistee, Lake, Oceana, and Newaygo counties.
3 East Main, Hart
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(Continued from page 13)

deciduous trees
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis) Native
west Michigan counties. Mature Height: 80100’.. Tolerates sun to full shade on rich soils
of upland and bottomland forests. Nuts are
consumed by animals but are not preferred due
to bitterness. Popular wood for smoking food.
Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) Native small, shorttrunked tree or large, multi-stemmed shrub,
10-40 ft. tolerates sun to full shade in wet
slightly acidic soils. Flowers in April-May with
edible fruits following.

characteristic odor and flavor of wintergreen in
the crushed bark of young twigs. The wood of
yellow birch is one of the most valuable timbers
in Michigan and is of special importance in
furniture and veneers.
Black Walnut (Juglans nigra). Native to our
area. Mature Height: 100’. Tolerates sun, to
partial shade in mesic, acid-based soils and
sandy to clay loams, of moist forests and bottomlands. Produces walnuts which are browsed
by squirrels and other mammals; Prized wood
used for veneer and furniture; nuts are foraged
or cropped by humans.

Yellow Birch (Betula alleghaniensis) Native
to MI. Mature Height: 70-100’. Tolerates part
to full shade in rich, moist to wet soils. Has a

Witchhazel (Hamamelis virginiana) Native to
our area. Mature Height: 15’ – 35’. This large,
multi-stemmed shrub provides beneficial
late-season food sources for pollinators and
nuts for birds and small mammals. Grows as an
understory or edge species in deciduous forests
on mesic to dry soils.

American Hazelnut (Corylus americana)
Native to our area. Mature Height: 10-16’.
Thrives in full sun to partial shade, soils from
dry savanna to well-drained streambanks and
upland forests. Flower is white/green in spring/
Paper Birch: (Betula papyrifera) Native to MI. summer, yielding an edible nut with a papery
Mature height of 70’. Grows best in moist, fertile husk. Nut is consumed by birds, mammals and
humans. Fall foliage is purplish.
soils and along streambanks in sun to partial
shade. Great for pollinators.
Highbush cranberry (Viburnum opulus var.

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) Native to MI.
Mature Height: 80-100’. Tolerates sun to full
shade in rich, well-drained soils. Abundant
nesting and cover tree for numerous species of
wildlife; special value to honey bees. Very popu- Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) Native
lar for wood products, particularly veneer; most 20-40 ft., single- or multi-trunked tree with
popular source of sap for making maple syrup. a spreading crown and long-lasting, showy,
white and pink spring blooms. Grows best in
Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) Native to
part shade to shade areas with rich well drained
our area. Mature Height: 80’. Tolerates sun,
soils. Will tolerate moist soils.
partial shade in dry to well-drained soils of
closed canopy or open woods. Flower is white
SHRUBS
in spring/ early summer yielding a small dark
cherry. Fruit consumed by numerous species of Snowberry (Chiococca alba) Native Scrambirds and mammals; special use for native bees bling, vine-like shrub that may reach about 25
feet in height with support. Commonly reaches
and honey bees; Used as an ornamental tree;
10 feet in height with support. Grows in part
wood is prized for furniture; cherries (without
shade to full shade with moist soils. Flowers
pits) eaten raw or used in pies or as a flavor
blooms from February to September.
extract.
Downy Serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea)
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) Native to
or
Juneberry. Native to our area. Mature Height:
our area. Mature Height 75-100’. Grows in sunpart shade in dry to well-drained loamy sands 15-25’. Tolerates sun to part shade in a range
of upland forests. Acorns are beneficial to game of soil types. Flower is white in spring, yieldbirds, squirrels and deer. Also attract butterflies ing purplish-black blueberry-like fruit. Fruit
is edible and makes tasty jams or pies. Fruit is
and songbirds. Very susceptible to deadly Oak
also consumed by birds and mammals; buds
wilt disease. Do not prune, trim or cut bark
are browsed by mammals; attracts native bees.
during growing season, or trees are likely to
Planted as ornamental or wildlife shrub.
become infested.
White Oak (Quercus alba) or Northern White
Oak. Native to our area. Mature Height: 100’.
Tolerates sun, to full shade in dry to mesic soils
in mesic and dry forests, to well drained bottomlands. Acorns eaten by numerous wildlife
species; used by butterfly larvae. Important
lumber tree because of high-grade wood and
is singularly used for whiskey barrels due to
unique aromatic properties.

cuttings.

Dune Willow (Salix hookeriana) Native Shrub
or small tree with many stems, broad, rounded
crown, and leaves nearly half as wide as long.
Grows in any light condition with moist to wet
soils.

americanum) - Native to MI. Mature Height: 8-10’.
Tolerates a wide range of soils but prefers consistent moisture in full sun to part shade. It has
showy white blooms in spring and edible fruits
that are great for jams and jellies. A good choice
for pond or stream edges and hedgerows.

FRUIT TREES
Enterprise Apple - Mature Height: 12-15’;
Harvest time: mid-October; Rootstock: EMLA7–
semi-dwarf.Rootstock is exceptionally cold-hardy, moderately resistant to crown rot and cedar
apple rust and very resistant to fireblight. This
is a late-maturing, deep red apple with good
keeping qualities. Fruit is uniform and medium
to large in size. Tree is vigorous and spreading,
with good annual bearing for eating or wildlife.
Chestnut Crabapple - Mature Height: 12-15’;
Harvest: September; Rootstock: Geneva 30 –
semi-dwarf. Rootstock is cold-hardy and fire
blight resistant. An excellent pollinator for other
apples. Creamy white flesh is fine-grained and
crisp, with a sweet, nut-like flavor that is great
for fresh eating, cooking or making jellies. Yields
2” crabapple

CrimsonCrisp® Apple A medium sized apple
with a very attractive crimson red color over
95% of the fruit surface. CrimsonCrisp® has a
Redosier dogwood (Cornus sericea) Native
very firm, crisp texture with a tart, complex
to our area. Mature Height: 6-12’. Thrives in a
flavor. The fruit matures in mid-season and will
wide range of habitats, preferring moist soils
keep in cold storage for six months. Crimsonand partial shade. Flower is white in late spring/
Crisp® is a registered trademark of Purdue
summer, with showy white berries that are a
good food source for waterfowl and deer. Stems Research Foundation.
have a bright red color and can propagate from Manchurian Crabapple - Mature Height:
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18-22’; Harvest time: September; Rootstock:
BUD118 – semi-dwarf, pollinates other apple
varieties. The white flower is a very prolific
pollen producer. Blooms early and through
midseason. Fruit is too small for commercial
purposes, but great for wildlife forage.
Arkansas Black Apple - Mature Height: up
to 18-22’; Harvest: early November; Rootstock:
EMLA111 – semi-dwarf. The fruit is dark red
and very firm with a tart flavor. This is a great
variety to add in a cider blend, providing a high
acid, spicy flavor. Rootstock is drought tolerant
and adapts to sand and clay. moderately disease
resistant. Late-maturing fruit is good food
source for deer. Zone: 5-8. Recommend Another
Apple Variety as Pollinator? YES
Wickson Crabapple Wickson crabapples are a
larger crabapple variety, though they only grow
up to one and a half to 2 inches in diameter. The
apple’s skin ranges in color from a dusty golden
yellow to a striped, bright cherry red. Wickson
apples are uncharacteristically sweet for a crabapple, with a sugar content near 25%, yet they
retain the renowned tartness of the variety.
Liberty Apple A medium sized, yellow-fleshed
dessert apple with 90 percent red over yellow
background color. Tree is vigorous, spreading
and an annual bearer. Liberty is resistant to
apple scab, cedar apple rust, fire blight and
mildew, A good choice for the home gardener.
Seckel Pear A small pear with rich yellowishbrown skin when fully ripe. One of the bestquality dessert pears. Ideal for the home
garden. Tree is vigorous, hardy and productive.
Sunrise Pear A disease-resistant pear
introduced by USDA–ARS and OSU, Sunrise has
shown impressive resistance to fire blight. The
fruit color is yellow, often finishing with a slight
blush and very little russet.
Lucky 13 Flamin’ Fury A very attractive peach.
The fruit is medium to large, very firm with
excellent color. The trees are vigorous and productive with low susceptibility to bacterial spot.
Albion Strawberry produces very large sweet
fruit that is mostly conical, very firm and red in
color. Plant in full sun and water often.
Flavorfest Strawberry Fruits are an attractive
bright red color with an excellent flavor profile.
Berries are large and hold their size through the
season. Very vigorous plant.
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Stats at a Glancee
Oct ‘18 – Sept ‘19
Client Contacts

2019 Highlights

31 farms visited to assess
environmental risks and pursue
MAEAP verification

TONS soil

1,289
of soil erosion
erosion
mitigated using cover crops in the
Sable River watershed

Trees

13,591
and 53,000
beachgrass culms sold for erosion
management and habitats

26 Lincoln
Lincoln River road crossings
26
River
road
surveyed for erosion and fish

crossings surveyed for erosion and
passage issues
fish passage issues

244 cars safely disposed of
35,333 lbs of material at

Presentations
48%
Email
5%

Walk In
19%

Call In
20%

Site Visit
8%

3,186 Total Contacts

Program Areas
Rivers
2%

Tree Sales
9%

Other
programs
14%

Erosion
6%

Federal
Programs
23%
Agriculture
20%

Groundwater
6%

Forestry
10%
Invasives
10%

Areas Served
Lake County
11%

Mason County
84%

Other
5%

Household Hazardous Waste Day
Stats do not include Forestry and Invasive
Species information from staff housed at
other locations. 10/8/19

2019 eVents Hosted By or
Partnered WitH Mason-Lake
ConserVation distriCt:
• Conservation District Annual Meeting and Dinner
banquet
• Farmer Education Day, Scottville
• Workshop on Tree Seedling selection, planting and
fruit tree care, baldwin
• Tree Seedling sale, Ludington and Baldwin
• Aquatic Invasive Species workshop - Missaukee
county, hosted by north country ciSma
• Presentation on “Trees for Trout” habitat improvement
program and landowner cost assistance, elk township
hall
• Autumn olive management workshop, Mason County
campground
• Fish Day Sale, young fish available for stocking private
ponds, conservation district, Scottville
• Free well water nitrate screening, Baldwin, Scottville
and manistee
• Household Hazardous Waste Collection day, Scottville
• Mason County Farm Tour
• Tree Farm Field Day, Manistee County
otHer onGoinG ProjeCts
and CoMMunity suPPort:
• Providing assistance to link landowners to federal
financial assistance for conservation
• Voting seat on Pere Marquette River Zoning Board
• Technical advisors to Pere Marquette River Watershed
and restoration council
• Technical advisors to Pere Marquette Township
conservation park planning team
• Conservation Technician provides technical advice on
conservation projects
• Fiduciary for Household Hazardous Waste Program of
manistee, mason & oceana
• Fiduciary and steering committee member for North
country cooperative invasive Species management
area
• Promoting erosion control and nutrient management activities within big Sable river/hamlin Lake
watershed and Lincoln river watershed
• Conducting invasive species demonstrations for landowners, conducting treatments along roadsides, trails,
public parks (partnered with north country ciSma)
• Providing cost-share assistance to landowners who
hire a crew to treat invasive species (partnered with
north country ciSma)
• Rewards program - $100 to landowners treating our
high priority invasive species (partnered with north
country ciSma)
• Participant in LEPC, providing agricultural perspective
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BEFORE

AFTER

Need Help With Project Expenses?

2020 MAEAP Cost Share Is Now Available!

The Mason-Lake Conservation District is offering cost share as a resource to
help farmers that are actively pursuing
MAEAP verification through implementing risk reduction management
practices. Farms that are one or two practices away from verification are eligible to
apply. All MAEAP projects approved

for cost share will receive a 50% reimbursement, up to a maximum of $500
per producer. The following items are
eligible for cost share:
1)
2)

3)
4)

5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

Fuel spill kits are also
provided to contain and mop up
spills in the event of a leak at a
fueling area.

11)

Concrete pad for fuel dispensing
and/or pesticide mixing areas
HDPE plastic or rubber liner
used as secondary containment
for fuel dispensing or as storage
for pesticide and fertilizer
Stationary double walled tank for
pesticide and fertilizer storage
Building modification; sealing
or plugging drains, gutters for
livestock barns, roofs for storage,
etc.
Anti-backflow valve to prevent
back-siphoning into wells and
irrigation ponds
Mobile nurse tank
Plumbing extension for clean
water or rinse water
Excavation/earthwork
Vegetation planting for buffer
strips
Livestock fencing to restrict
livestock access to water or other
sensitive areas.
Soil sampling, to help limit application of nutrients and/manure
to fields

For the 2019 Fiscal Year, 11 farmers
in Manistee and Mason county applied
for MAEAP cost share and 5 of those
applicants were verified/reverified in
MAEAP. As stewards of the land, farmers are protecting our water resources by
implementing these risk reduction man

agement practices on their farms. If your
farm is interested in becoming MAEAP
verified and in utilizing this cost share to
help with expenses for MAEAP projects,
then contact the Mason-Lake Conservation District at (231) 757-3707 ext. 5.

Cost share is also

commonly used for soil
sampling, as shown above
where intern, Evan White,
is collecting soil samples
for the Alpaca Farm.
Soil samples provide
information regarding
nutrient needs for specific
areas of soil. Using this
information, farms can
limit the amount of
fertilizer or manure applied
to the land, an only apply
it where it is needed most.
This prevents excess
nutrients from entering our
waterways and serves as a
cost savings for the farm.
Photos by Mason-Lake
Conservation District.
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2019 Household Hazardous Waste Day a Success!
By: JAmie vAnderZAnden
mAeAP techniciAn
mAnistee And mAson-lAke
conservAtion districts

The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Collection Day held on August 17th, 2019 for
Mason, Manistee, and Oceana Counties was
another successful year for the Conservation
Districts. The three counties collected over
79,000 pounds of hazardous waste from 678
households. Total HHW program expenses
for 2019 exceeded $44,000.
The HHW Committee that manages the
event is happy to see such great participation
from the community to help protect the environment by participating in safe disposal of
hazardous materials, but this is also a huge
challenge for the program. Every year the
program continues to receive more and more

household hazardous waste and the cost of
disposal continues to increase. Going into
2019 with limited funds, the HHW committee had to make the decision to decrease the
weight limits by 3,000 pounds compared to
the previous year. With an even lower weight
limit, and better prepared from the previous
year, each site successfully maintained their
weight limits for the 2019 collection, allowing
the HHW committee to rebuild its funding
for the 2020 collection.
For the 2019 HHW collection, the Mason
County drop off site had a total of 244 cars,
which consisted of 263 households participating in the HHW collection. Mason County
collected over 35,000 pounds of disposable
and recyclable waste this year. The county’s
collection totals for 2019 consisted of:
• Household Hazardous Waste ($0.88 /

partner organizations such as Occidental
Chemical Corporation (OxyChem), AFFEW,
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, Pere
Marquette Watershed Council, and the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians, the conservation districts would not financially be able
to offer this service to the community. Also,
without the outstanding support from volunteers helping at the collection sites each year,
it would be difficult to continue this service.
The Mason, Manistee, and Oceana County
Conservation Districts would like to extend
The Household Ha za rdous Wa st e their gratitude to everyone that has either
Collection will be heading into its 14th year donated their time or money to make this
in 2020. The conservation districts have con- event possible. It is because of your assistance
tinued to offer this service each year because that this event is successful. If you would like
of the outstanding support they receive from to help with future HHW collections, please
help with future HHW collections, please contact your local conservation district for more
the community and volunteers. Without the contact your local conservation district for
information.
donations from townships, municipalities, more information.
counties and residents, and funding from
lb) – 7,589 pounds
• Controlled Pharmaceuticals –
Approximately 5 pounds
• Non-controlled pharmaceuticals
(includes sharps) – 450 pounds
• Pesticides (Clean Sweep) – 3,768 pounds
• Oil – 7,375 pounds
• Auto Batteries – 977 pounds
• Household Batteries – 810 pounds
• Electronics/Appliances – 10,178 pounds
• Oil Based Paints – 4,181 pounds
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Be on the watch for these plants!

Dr. Lewis G. Squires

Chiropractic Physician

Preservation of our soil is as important as taking
good care of your spine and nervous system.

757-3356

Scottville

Call one of our
Neighborhood Realtors
& let their experience
work for you!

MIDWEST
FORESTRY,
INC.

Call or visit us online today to start your search.
Complimentary Property Evaluation
No Administrative Fees

3636 N. US-31
Scottville, MI 49454
Phone: 231-757-4925
FAX: 231-757-4926

Consulting Foresters:
Robert Talsma, Forester
Tony Papes, Forestry Technician
Home: 231-464-5577

Vanessa
VerStrat

(231) 239-5097

Doug
Shoup

(231) 510-9838

Beth
Freeby

(269) 491-0251

Steve
Hlady

(231) 750-7209

Pam
Huber

(231) 690-6724

Scott
Shoup

(231) 510-6259

Serving the area for over 49 years!
609 east ludington avenue | ludington, mi 49431
office (231) 843-3491
www.coolmananderson.com
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Manufacturers of quality
farm equipment since 1977.

GVF Asparagus Cart

GVF Rough Terrain Forklifts

The GVF Asparagus Cart boasts a rugged tube frame built to last for many years.
Yet, this cart is light and nimble making it easy to maneuver.

Fast, powerful machines that operate smoothly. Available in four different models.
These lifts get the job done quickly and comfortably.

GVF 11050-16
5 Place - Asparagus Picking Cart

Wings fold up
for transporting.

Good ground clearance.

GVF

800-392-6059
www.gillisons.com

BENZONIA STORE
231-882-5921
3033 Benzie Hwy.
Benzonia, MI 49616

HART STORE
231-873-0143
3860 W. Monroe Road
Hart, MI 49420

TRAVERSE CITY STORE
231-946-0177
1515 Woodmere Ave.
Traverse City, MI 49686

Serving today’s agriculture with tomorrow’s technology since 1977.

GVF Sonic Spray
Save time and money with the GVF Sonic Spray ultrasonic spraying system.
Use at least 25 % less spray material!

